Backing Indigenous Arts

Bringing Far North Queensland Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander arts and cultures to the world

Queensland the Smart State Arts Queensland
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Bentinck Island artist Paula Paul greets Queensland Premier Anna Bligh as fellow artist Dawn
Narantjil looks on, Mornington Island Arts and Craft Centre. Photo: Newspix/Peter Wallis

Backing Indigenous Arts
$10.73 million over four years will fund:

Indigenous Art Centre network and hubs — $4.42 million
Weipa Hub — $250,000 over two years

Building Skills and Opportunities — $3.43 million

Cairns Printmaking Centre — $1.63 million

Cairns Indigenous Art Marketplace — $1 million




Mavis Ngallametta and Dawn Koondumbin at the Wik and Kugu Art Centre, Aurukun.
Photo: Michael Marzik.

“l find the arts centre up in Lockhart where everyone gets together
and it’s like a little gossip place yeah so. Yeah ... just it brings
happiness and stories ... brings a lot of elders, young people and we
do have a lot of barbecues, just brings the whole community together
and help us.”

Fiona Omeenyo, artist, Lockhart River




Cairns Printmaking Centre

$1.63 million over four years

Torres Strait Islander artists Alick
Tipoti, Billy Missi, Dennis Nona
and Brian Robinson are leading
an exciting new movement in
Indigenous fine art printmaking.
Their work has won major
awards and national acclaim.

The Printmaking Centre in Cairns
will nurture the extraordinary
talent of the printmakers in this
region. It will be a studio space,
a place for learning which
fosters excellence in printmaking

and it will also commission
new work. Through its teaching
practices, the Printmaking
Centre will encourage emerging
artists to learn from successful
and established artists.

A partnership with KickArts
Contemporary Arts in Cairns,
the centre will build on this
organisation’s successful history
of collaboration with Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander
printmakers.

“My influences are spiritual beings of my culture, ancestor spirits,
voices still talking in my mind about cultural teachings and

activities.”

Alick Tipoti, artist, Koori Mail, 12 March 2008

L-R: Zane Saunders, Anna Eglitis, Joey Laifoo, lan Horn, Arone Meeks and Sasi Victoire.
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