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Queensland Cultural Centre Draft 
Conservation Management Plan: Q&As 
 

What is a Conservation Management Plan? 
 
A Conservation Management Plan (CMP) is a heritage report developed through a three step 
process:  
 

1. Understand the place – researching and documenting the history of the site, its design and 
construction, use and changes through time 

2. Assess the cultural heritage significance – defining what makes the place special and the 
attributes that make it important 

3. Develop conservation policies - principles and guidelines for the management of the place to 
conserve its cultural heritage values. 

The CMP process is detailed in the Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Significance 
(The Burra Charter), 2013 which provides a best practice standard for managing cultural heritage 
places in Australia. More information on the Burra Charter is available at 
http://australia.icomos.org/publications/charters/. 
  

Why is a CMP being developed for the Queensland Cultural 
Centre? 
 
The Queensland Cultural Centre was heritage listed as a State Heritage Place in June 2015. At the 
time, the Queensland Government committed to developing a CMP to ensure the site’s heritage 
significance is understood, managed and retained. A CMP also guides future planning of the site – 
defining what is appropriate and what is not.  
 

What does the CMP contain?  
 
The CMP documents the history of the Cultural Centre, its site selection, design competition, 
planning and construction, as well as alterations through time. It provides a statement of the Cultural 
Centre’s heritage significance, which informs the conservation policy (outlined in chapter 12). The 
conservation policies enable the heritage significance of the place to be retained. 

 
Why is the Government seeking public comment on the draft 
CMP? 
 
The Queensland Government is committed to integrity, accountability and consultation with the 
community. The draft CMP, developed by a team of specialist heritage consultants led by Brisbane-
based architectural practice Conrad Gargett, documents the site’s history.  
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It includes why the site was originally chosen as a Cultural Centre, how it became home to four of the 
state’s major cultural institutions, the initial planning, design and construction, as well as changes to 
the site and buildings through time. 
 
The draft CMP provides a statement of the Cultural Centre’s heritage significance, which informs the 
conservation policy. The conservation policies enable the heritage significance of the place to be 
retained. 
 

When will the CMP be finalised? 
 
It is anticipated that the CMP will be finalised by mid-2017, subject to consideration of the public 
comments received on the draft CMP through the consultation process underway until 28 February 
2017. 
 

How can I have my say? 
 
The draft CMP is available on Arts Queensland’s website at http://www.arts.qld.gov.au/conservation-
management-plan. Feedback on the draft can be provided via email to heritage@arts.qld.gov.au. 
Consultation closes on Tuesday 28 February 2017. 
 

Why were the Gallery of Modern Art and State Library of 
Queensland excluded from the draft CMP? 
 
The CMP provides a framework to manage the heritage-listed elements of the Cultural Centre. 
 
The construction of the Gallery of Modern Art (GOMA) and the redevelopment of the State Library of 
Queensland were part of the Millennium Arts Project which opened to the public in 2006. As they 
were significant new elements, they were not included in the heritage-listing and therefore excluded 
from the CMP. 
 
 

Will the results of consultation on the draft CMP be made 
public? 
 
In keeping with the Queensland Government’s commitment to transparency, Arts Queensland will 
make available the key response trends and themes from the consultation. Individual responses will 
not be published to ensure confidentiality of the consultation process. 


